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Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 
held in the Rooms of the Society, on Satur- 
day, August 14, 1897, AT 2:00 p.m. 

President Alvord presided. A quorum was present. The minutes 
of the last meeting were approved. 

The Bruce (Gold) Medal of the Astronomical Society of 

the Pacific. 

Mr. Holden presented to the Board of Directors a communication 
from Miss Catherine Wolfe Bruce, of New York City, as follows: — 

810 Fifth Avenue, New York City, May 15, 1897. 
To the Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific: — 

Gentlemen: — It is my desire to found and endow a gold medal to be awarded by 
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, not oftener than annually, for distinguished 
services to Astronomy. I desire that the medal shall be international in character, and 
that persons of any country and of either sex may be eligible to receive it. I have taken 
the counsel of competent advisers in the preparation of the accompanying statutes for 
the bestowal of the medal. If your Board of Directors will undertake the administration 
of the Trust, I shall be glad to turn over to your Treasurer the sum of $2750, which I 
understand will be sufficient to carry it out. It is my hope, with your co-operation, to 
establish a foundation which shall be useful to Astronomy now and always. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Very respectfully and sincerely yours, 

Catherine Wolfe Bruce. 

This letter was accompanied by the statutes for the bestowal of the 
Bruce Medal of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, as printed in 
the Publications, No. 57. 

After reading the foregoing, it was on motion, 

Resolved, That the Board of Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 
in its own behalf, and on behalf of the Society, accepts with gratitude Miss Bruce's 
generous gift which, in connection with her many previous benefactions to the Astronomy 
of America and Europe, will forever connect her name with the history of the Science. 

Resolved, That the conditions of the gift as expressed in the Statutes for the 
bestowal of the Bruce Medal of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific are hereby 
accepted by the Directors in their own behalf, and on behalf of the Society. 

Resolved, That the gift of Miss Bruce be divided into two portions, namely: $2500, 
which constitutes the Bruce Medal Fund; and the residue, which is hereby placed at the 
disposal of a Special Committee,* to consist of Messrs. Holden, St. John and Ziel, 
who are authorized to procure the necessary dies and to strike off one gold medal and 
nine bronze replicas. The gold medal is to serve for the first award; the bronze replicas 
are to be sent by the Secretaries of the Society as follows:— 

The first to Miss Bruce; 

One to the Astronomical Society of the Pacific ; 

One to the Smithsonian Institution ; 

One to the Harvard College Observatory; 

One to the Lick Observatory; 

One to the Yerkes Observatory; 

One to the Observatory of Paris ; 

One to the Observatory of Greenwich ; 

One to the Observatory of Berlin. 



"The Committee suggested, consisted of Messrs. Alvord, Holden and Ziel.. 
Mr. Alvord requested that his name be withdrawn and the name of Mr. St. John be 
substituted in his stead, which was accordingly done. 
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The Treasurer is authorized to advance from the General Fund, whatever may be 
necessary to carry out the foregoing; all advances to be subsequently repaid from the 
interest on the Bruce Medal Fund. 

Resolved, That the Bruce Medal Fund be placed under the immediate care of the 
Finance Committee, which Committee shall, through the Treasurer, annually print a 
separate account of this fund. 

Resolved, That the By-laws of the Society, the Statutes for the bestowal of the 
Bruce Medal, and the Rules relating to the Comet Medal, be printed in an extra number 
of the Publications* in an edition of 1500 copies. 

In order to insure the prompt printing of the Publications, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication is formally authorized to postpone the 
printing of any manuscript received later than ten days before the stated dates of 
issue of the regular numbers (namely: February 1, April 1, June 1, August 1, October 1, 
December 1) when necessary. 

The following members were duly elected: 

List of Members Elected August 14, 1897.* 

Miss Kate Ames Napa, Cal. 

Mr. Walter C. Baker } I4 g hi f uclid Ave " C,eveland ' 

Mr. Charles R. Bishop Occidental Hotel, S. F., Cal. 

Mr. E. F. Coddington | Lick Observatory, Mt. Hamilton, 

M, Henrv Ezchbaum I 3 ^^ 

Mr. James Monroe Goewev . . . . Page and LagunaSts., S. F., Cal. 
Mr. Charles C. Keeney* 2220 Clay St., S. F., Cal. 

Mr. John W. Kenorick } Ge G n ^e Sr St!M r ;„L R po. i rM^ k 

Free Public Library Worcester, Mass. 

] Puruatanga, Martinborough, 
Mr. John Martin )■ Wairarapa, Wellington, New 

) Zealand. 

Colonel C. McC Reeve } First Minnesota N. G., Minne- 

J apolis, Minn. 

Mr. Thos. W. Stanford* { ^ * usse11 St - Melbourne, Vic- 

t. toria. 

Secretary Perrine reported that sundry articles of bedding, etc. 
(see Publications A. S. P., No. 54, page 49), had been disposed of for 
the sum of twelve dollars. His report was accepted and filed. 

Adjourned. 

Meeting of the Board of Directors and of the 
Society, September 4, 1897. 

Saturday, September 4th, was the date for a regular meeting of the 
Directors and of the Society at Mt. Hamilton. As no quorum for the 
transaction of business (in either body) was present, no meetings were 
held. The papers presented for reading will be printed in the Publica- 
tions in due course. 



*A star signifies Life Membership. 



